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an end to the domination of the landlords. The 686,000 hectares
which had been the property of 981 landlords, had been divided
among 198,786 peasants. Every second family in Slovakia was the
beneficiary of the land reform.

In education the achievements were noble. In the old days
Slovakia had only 140 elementary schools in the Slovak language.
More than 90 per cent, of the other schools had been Magyarized.
Now Slovakia had 3277 elementary schools, all in the native tongue
with an attendance of 412,559 pupils. The Hungarians had sup-
pressed all efforts at the establishment of Slovak upper elementary
and middle schools. Now there were 197 of the first with an
attendance of 63,988 and 49 of the second with an attendance of
26,133 for boys and girls. At the start of the Republic there was in
the whole of Slovakia not one commercial school, not one industrial
school, not one technical school, not one school for special women's
professions and of course no university. Now the Slovaks had 14
teachers' training schools, 20 commercial schools, 32 technical and
industrial schools and a flourishing university in Bratislava. In 1910
only 57.3 per cent, of the Slovak population was literate, but in 1930
the percentage had risen to 93 and since then still higher.

Illiteracy is almost gone in Slovakia, even in the villages. In-
stead the newspapers and the book had attained a circulation of
which most ardent Slovak patriots dared not dream in the old
day. Only one Slovak daily had existed under Hungarian rule
and 22 weeklies, 170 other periodicals of various intellectual and
professional pursuits. Only one Slovak library in Turoansky
Svatymartin was tolerated by the Hungarians. Nor was there
among the peasantry any pronounced urge for books. Shut off
from the outside world, with few schools of their own, with a
limited number of intelligentsia, and these either suppressed or
subservient to Hungarian policy, the book had not become a source
of pleasure, or an object of necessity to any significant part of the
population. Few books were printed in the native language. Even
the Bible had long remained untranslated. Now there were 3106
libraries in Slovak communities with 603,386 volumes in* circula-
tion, and in 20 years of the Republic 20 million copies of books
and pamphlets on a multitude of subjects had come off the printing
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